MARK TWAIN

thing the fashion of Judge Hawkins in The Gilded Age, con-
fidently expected to become a metropolis. As it did not, the
family soon removed to Hannibal, in the same state, which
was on the Mississippi and so daily witnessed if not shared
the river's prosperity. There Clemens passed a boyhood and
youth nearly as irresponsible as Huckleberry Finn's and nearly
as imaginative and mischievous as Tom Sawyer's. Neither
studious by nature nor offered even tolerable opportunities
for study, he left school at twelve upon the death of his
father, and was apprenticed to a printer in the town. For
three years with him and later for three years more with his
own elder brother, who had bought a newspaper, Clemens
worked in this department of literature, beginning as well
to write jokes and whimsical skits in the manner approved
up and down the river. Then he carried his trade into a
larger world, seeing the sights as a skilled workman could
then see them in New York, Philadelphia, Washington,
Keokuk, and Cincinnati, and finally in 1857 planning, as his
visionary father might have done, to go to Brazil to pick up
a fortune. Instead, a chance conversation with a pilot on the
Mississippi decided him to enter the pilot's profession, to
which practically every boy in the river towns then aspired.

If Mark Twain's years as a printer represent a more or less
academic aspect of his training, his four years as a pilot are
its technical aspect- His Life on the Mississippi makes clear
how exacting his new profession was; how much erudition
it called for to know twelve hundred miles of shifting current
by day or night, with absolute certainty; how much responsi-
bility for life and property lay in his hands. His powerful mind
absorbed the necessary knowledge easily. His spirit delighted
in the authority and prominence which his position gave. He
had now a point of vantage from which he could look down
on the whole pageant of the Mississippi. That was a spectacle
such as modern life has afforded at only a few times and in
a few places. An enormous commerce flowed up and down

('39)